e e .
T E— ] Se— —— i




A Vancouver
couple turns a i1
humble downtown ¢ -
rental into a fresh, |
Rid-friendly abode
without giving

up their love of
white, white and
mare white.

Text and phatography by “Kim ((bristie

L LOOKING AROU NI this lght-filled ABWVE: &
10th-floor condo, there’s little evidence that it's
home to an active two-vear-old and elght-month-
ald. Everything is pristine, from the white walls
to the white furniture. But upon closer inspection,
there are a few ¢lues: the furniture is slipeovered
for eusy '.'.'.:h]::i:l:lg. laminate Noors make '.l.'i|'|ir|.|g up
spllls a breeze, and two pint-sized blue stools in
front of an equally tiny table suggest an arts and
crafts zone.

It is, in fact, the perfect setting for a moedern
Voung I:tmil:l.'! !'i.l,u.'ph:l.nic 'l.'n::-l_r.l-u,':r. oo-=ow T of the
chic Yaletown decor and design mecca, The Cross,
hier hushand John Plerce, assistant treasurer of
Simon Fraser University, their son, Hudson, 2,
and daughter, Emerson, 8 months. Here's why
this couple made the decision to embrace a two
bedroom, 1.250-square-foot space rather than a
spravvling house in the suburbs,
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STEPHAMIE, | HAVE TO ASK: WITH TWO KIDS,
WHAT'S WITH ALL THE WHITE?

I'we lived with white for years now ancd find
it’s an essential canvas lor our ever-changing
paletie of wss cushions, throws, books and
flowers. | love the gallery feel of white walls
bait | don't worry when | spaot smears or
fingerprints. [t says to me, “Kids live here,
teen!” You can’t deny the reality of life.

BUT HOW DO YOU MANAGE TO KEEF THE
FURMITURE 50 CLEAN?

For me, 2 white sofa is a must, But what
many people don’t realize is that white's

as practical as any other colour as long as
vou choose sturdy fabrics. The furniture is
all slipeovered and once a month, | run the

slipoovers through the washing machine
with some bleach, They always comie oul
looking brand new.

WHY DD ¥OU CHOOSE BLUE AS AN ACCENT?

Blue has always been my favourite colour and
it"s just so casy to live with, This condo is airy
and surrounded by the sky and the water, so
it just made sense.

WHAT MADE YOU AND JOHN DECIDE TO RAISE
YOUR TWO CHILDREN IN A FAIRLY SMALL
COWNTOWN APARTMENT?

Well, we moved hiere from a hoge character
building when | was pregnant with Hudson,
specifically =0 that | could walk to work. In
fact, we gave up the car and bove that we can
walk everyvwhere now,



WHAT ATTRACTED YOU TO THE LAYOUT AND

THE HEIGHBOURHOOD!

it’s all one great big open space, so we always feel
connected to one another. Also, there's a pool in
the building and a great park right behind us, We
call it our ‘huge backyard.”

S0 WOULD YOU SAY THE CHOE TO LIVE DOWNTOWM
15 MOSTLY ABOUT THE CONVENIENCE?

Yes, we love the energy of being right in the
centre of evervthing, of feeling like a part of the
city. And we're very spontaneous, We can do
things om a whim. like pop out for breakfast or
grab the Aquabus and slip over o Granville sland
L ~r|'||.|p, rather than ]::L\'Lng Box bBarred le EVET VO
up in the car and make a big irek. [f we lived
anywhere other than downtown, there'd be some
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kind of commute involved and time spent in trafhc
wioalbd b time away from L albses. But Chis Wiy,
my commute from work to home ks five minuies.
HOW MUCH LONGER DO ¥OU THINK THE SPACE WILL SLIT
YOUR GROWIMNG FAMILY?

There s no |:l|_':|'._'.'i|:|j.; that this lifestwle won't last
forever. Perhaps once the kids are in school we'll
change it up. But at this stage in their lives, all they
necd from us is a lot of love and attention, They really
don | care that we lake an elevalor o gel hmie.
WHAT'S THE OME THIMNG WE'D MEVER GUESS ABOUT
¥YOUR LIFE HERE!?

That | had John use a peoweT witsher Lo REL S0me

mushed banana out of the codffee table just before
the photo shoot! B0
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